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Meeting Great news! Two new Diplomates have joined the ranks!
NIST Symposium 12 | |Please read more about Carolyn Bayer-Broring and Hillary
Summary Hoover (both from the ICE laboratory) in this newsletter, and
CFSO 13 | | e sure to congratulate them for surviving the grueling test-
Announcement ing process.

Also in this newsletter are the minutes from the ABFDE
Officers, Committee 14 | |Board of Directors annual meeting held in May. The next an-
Tty Sitens nual Board meeting is scheduled for April 25-27, 2014 in
Houston, TX. Please let me, or any of the Directors, know if
you any questions or suggestions for the Board, including
potential topics for discussion at next year’s annual meeting.

ABFDE Secretary, and ACT Project Lead Bonnie Beal,
conducted pilot testing on the updated written test questions
at the ASQDE meeting in Indianapolis. Thank you to the
handful of Diplomates who participated, but it is crucial that
more Diplomates participate in this testing and provide valu-
able feedback. Much money was invested by the Board in
the ACT process, and it should not be wasted. Proctored
testing for the new written test questions will continue at up-
coming regional and annual meetings. Please watch for
these invitations to participate, and arrange to be there if at
all possible.

Re-Accredited by
FSAB in 2012
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éCaronn Bayer-Broring

Carolyn Bayer-Broring is employed as a Senior Forensic Document Examiner with Immigration & Customs
Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations, Forensic Laboratory. She has been with ICE (formerly

: INS) since 2001 and previously worked with the Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of Inspector Gen-

: eral, Office of Investigations.

: Carolyn has conducted training for law enforcement and border con-
: trol personnel in the countries of Jordan, Republic of Georgia, Bosnia
: and Herzegovina, Macedonia and the United Kingdom. She is a
member of the Document Security Alliance, the American Academy
: of Forensic Sciences, the Society for Imaging Science and Technolo-
: gy and the Mid-Atlantic Association of Forensic Scientists.

: Carolyn holds a BA Degree in Sociology and Criminal Justice from

: Trinity University, Washington DC and a Master of Forensic Sciences
Degree from the George Washington University in Washington DC.

She holds a national competition license with the Sports Car Club of
: America, and in her spare time is an amateur race car driver, a high-performance driving instructor and an
: avid organic gardener. She lives in Derwood, Maryland with her husband Tom (also a race car driver & in-
: structor), her dogs Leyland and Trixie and cats Tucker and Dodge.

Hillary M. Hoover

Hillary M. Hoover has a B.A. in Biology from the University of Tex-
as at Austin and a Master of Forensic Science from the George
Washington University.

She is originally from Texas and now resides in Washington, DC
where she is employed by the Department of Homeland Security,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement Forensic Laboratory.

Her interests include traveling, reading and exercising. She espe-
cially loves New York City, running in Central Park and Soul Cycle.
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Second Pilot Test Administered

By Bonnie L. Beal

| would like to thank those Diplomates who took the second pilot test at the ASQDE meeting

in Indianapolis, IN. Your valuable comments and willingness to help in this endeavor is great-
ly appreciated. | have to admit | was a little disappointed that only six Diplomates have taken
the second pilot test but on the bright side it is six more than | had before Indy. Six down; 37

to go.

| am still calling upon ALL of you to help in this important endeavor. We will be looking for oth-
er meetings where the test may be given. The test is anonymous, unless you want to provide
your name. Constructive feedback is needed. Please consider giving the ABFDE about two
hours of your time at your next questioned document meeting. Please contact me if your or-
ganization is able to provide us two hours. Email: blbeal@uspis.gov or blbeal@verizon.net.
Thank you.

FEDERATION AERONAUTIQUE
INTERNATIONALE

NATIONAL AERONAUTIC
; ASSOCIATION OF U. S. A.

Cemflcatc No: 6 (’ 1 7

The above named Auocmuon. rccogmzcd
by the Fédération Aéronautique Interna-
tionale, as the governing authomy for the

United Sm?of America, certifi ? that

™

y of. )wf/ LE1K
havi ed all the conditions tequnid by
the Fédéubon Aétonauuquc Internationale,
for an Aviator Pilot is hereby brevetted
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Continuing
Education

September-October 2013

30-4 Midwestern Association of
Forensic Scientists
Crowne Plaza
Dayton, OH
www.mafs.net

February 20141

17-22 American Academy of
Forensic Sciences Meeting
64th Annual Meeting
Washington State
Convention Center
Seattle, WA
http://www.aafs.org/aafs-
66th-annual-scientific-
meeting

April 2011

24-26 Southeastern Association of
Forensic Document
Examiners
Duluth, GA
www.safde.org

May 2014

3=9 Canadian Society of Forensic
Science Conference
Sheraton Four Points Hotel
Gatineau, Quebec
www.csfs.ca

19-23 MAAFS
The Penn State Stater
State College, PA
www.maafs.org

10-16 1Al
Minneapolis, MN
www.theiai.org/conference

August 2014

11-15 American Society of
Questioned Document
Examiners
Waikiki Beach Resort & Spa
Honolulu, HI
www.asqde.org/AGM/agm
2014

October 2014

A4=10 MAFS
St. Paul, MN
www.mafs.net

Meeting announcements may be
submitted to the editor at
TolliverD@aol.com.
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Minutes of the 2013 BOD Annual Meeting

By Kathleen Annunziata Nicolaides, past Secretary

The ABFDE Board of Directors met for their Annual Meeting May 3™ and 4™, 2013 in Phoenix,
Arizona. Present were: President Kirsten Singer, Vice President Lisa Hanson (for May 3™ only),
Secretary Kathy Annunziata Nicolaides, Treasurer Jim Green, Frank Hicks, Jim Josey, Bonnie Beal,
Marie Durina, Rick Horton, Rosalind Spencer, and Bill Riordan.

Treasurer’s Report (Green): As of 3/31/13, ABFDE had $25,149.83 in its Regular Checking account,
$323.85 in its Savings account, and a CD valued at $7,569.95. The CD expires 11/14/13. 2012 -
2013 dues payments totaled $28,000.82. Five application payments were received for total deposits
of $1,250.00. The two most recent Profit and Loss Statements are included below. It is encouraging
to note a significant gain has been made in the restoration of funds. Our annual net income balance
on 3/31/12 was $7,704.64. On the same date this year, our annual net balance for the preceding year
was $4,275.87, a difference of + $11,980.51.

In accordance with the SOP’s, an external audit was requested on 1/26/13. All requested
copies of cancelled checks and their related receipts, deposit documents, policies and other
information, was provided to The Hobbs Group. As of the date of this report (4/4/13), the audit
process has not been completed.

Income and expense information was provided to the Hobbs Group to facilitate the preparation
of the 2011 “Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax” form. Allyson DeHart, an accountant
with The Hobbs Group, filed the form on the Board'’s behalf in October, 2012. Total revenue for the
fiscal year was $28,988. Payment in the amount of $500 was made to the Hobbs Group on November
25, 2012 for the filing action.

A payment in the amount of $3,960.00 was made to CFM Insurance Company on March 6,
2013 for Board of Directors liability insurance. (The cost remained the same as billed over the past
four years.)

During the past year, interest in the amount of $19.68 was added to the prior balance in the
Ames fund of $4,510.07. The current balance is $4,599.85. As a reminder, the Ames account is not a
separate fund; it is simply a dedicated balance that currently exists in the regular checking account.

No payments were made to ACT during the past year for their validation services. (In 2011, a
$17,162.67 payment was made, causing a significant impact on our checking account.)

Payment in the amount of $96.41 was made to the Corporate Service Company on January 5,
2013 to maintain statutory representation in D.C. (Our corporation documents were initially filed in
D.C.)

A dues payment was made to FSAB in the amount of $857 on 11/5/12.

PayPal was established to provide the convenience of payment for dues, workshops, etc.
Approximately 30 Diplomates took advantage of making their dues payments via PayPal. As
mentioned in the last report, PayPal receives $7.55 for a $250.00 payment. The cost is reasonable
because of the assured payment, the ease of making a payment in US dollars from a foreign country
as well as providing an expedient manner of payment common to other organizations.

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

ABFDE ABFDE
Profit & Loss Profit & Loss
April 2011 through March 2012 April 2012 through March 2013
Apr'11 - Mar 12
Ordinary Income/Expense Apr ‘12 - Mar 13
Income Ordinary Income/Expense
ABFDE/ASQDE Workshop 2011 3,324.00 Income .
Application Fee 250.00 Application Fees 1,250.00
B of Aerror (Fee reversal) 29.95 Coffee mug sales 115.00
P ition R It 1.026.97 . Hilton 2nd Edition Royalty 712.87
Hilton 2nc.Echion Royaity s Membership Dues 28,000.82
Membership Dues 31,230.45 Totallncone 30,078.69
Total Income 35,861.37 Expense
e ABFDE B of D Mtg - 2013 1,415.30
xpenses ABFDE B of D Mtg - 2012 11,237.91
$275 Dues & $15 Bank fee 290.00 - !
ABFDE Workshop 2013 510.65
ABFDE Board of Directors 8,439.38 Administration 7,086.72
Meeting - 2011 Bank Error (Fee reversal) -30.00
ACT, Inc., Test Validation 17,162.67 Bank Fees 104.95
. Check copies 6.00
ABFDE/ASQDE Workshop - 2011 2,304.04 FSAB Membership Dues 857.00
Accounting Fees 525.00
Administration 6,564.30 Insurance - Board of Directors 3,960.00
Bank Statement error. 0.30 Postage and Delivery 107.99
Bank Fees 97.90 Prep of 2011 Form 990 500.00
FSAB Membership Dues 1,872.00 Reconciliation Discrepancies -44.95
Statutory Rep. 96.41
Insurance — Board of Directors 3,960.00 = S
Legal Fees 407.69 Total Expense . 25807098
Non-profit Corporate filing 80.00 Net Ordinary Income 4,270.71
Other Miscellaneous Expenses 86.88
Overpayment 260.00 Other Income/Expense
Postage and Delivery 218.05 Other Inc.ome
Reconciliation Discrepancies -0.30 Donation 5.00
Replacement check -162.00 Interest Earned - . 0.16
Supplies and Materials 1,460.10 Total Other Income 516
Total Expenses 43,566.01 i
Net Other Income 5.16
Net Ordi 1 e -7,704.64 e
et Ordinary Incom Net Income 4,275.87

Credentials Committee Report (Nicolaides): The Credentials Committee received 7 applications this
year. Three of the applicants have passed into the testing phase; all of the remaining 4 applicants’ docu-
mentation has yet to be received. One of these is our first Australian application! | have been in contact
with one candidate who has exceeded the 2% year time limit for testing and is interested in reapplying. In
reviewing one applicant’s credentials, a committee member recused him/herself due to a possible con-
flict of interest. Rick Horton graciously assisted the Committee by reviewing and voting on the credentials
of this applicant. There were no new Diplomates for this report period.

Continuing Education Committee Report (Hicks): There were 7 workshops approved for a total of 42
recertification points. The workshops were held across the country and in Canada, at national, regional,
and local meetings.

FSAB (Nicolaides): FSAB requires an Annual Report from all accredited organizations. ABFDE’s 2012
Annual Report was submitted on March 26, 2013.

Continued on Page 7
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Public Relations / Website (Durina): The ABFDE has provided letters of support for the following
people recommending their appointment to positions on the newly formed National Commission on
Forensic Science: Dr. Mara Merlino, Dr. Linton Mohammed, ABFDE-D, Jane Lewis, ABFDE-D, and
Patricia Manzolillo, ABFDE-D.

The NIST Symposium on Measurement Science and Standard in Forensic Handwriting
Examination will be held in Gaithersburg, MD on June 4-5, 2013. This is the first symposium of this kind
and ABFDE will be listed as a collaborator. The purpose of this conference is to enhance the current
state of forensic handwriting analysis through the use of advancements in measurement science and the
latest research investments in quantitative analysis capabilities. NIST is organizing this event in
collaboration with the American Academy of Forensic Sciences — Questioned Document Section,
American Board of Forensic Document Examiners (ABFDE), American Society of Questioned Document
Examiners (ASQDE), National Institute of Justice (NIJ), and Scientific Working Group for Forensic
Document Examination (SWGDOC). Several ABFDE Diplomates will be presenting at the symposium.
These include: John Paul Osborn, Peter Tytell, Rigo Vargas, Linton Mohammed, Kirsten Singer, Marie
Durina, Kathy Storer, Lisa Hanson, and Brent Ostrum. Dr. Kam, Dr. Srihari, and Dr. Merlino will also be
presenting. The symposium will be live as well as webcasted. The webcast will be archived for
approximately 6 months after the event. Conference registration is now open. For additional details,
please refer to the NIST OLES Website: http://www.nist.gov/oles/handwriting.cfm

The Speakers' Bureau PowerPoint presentation has been used during the past year by Jim
Hayes in both the state of lllinois and in Wisconsin, and Ellen Schuetzner. Rigo Vargas is also planning
to use it. All presentations were or will be given to groups of attorneys.

We have updated new brochures relating to Forensic Document Examination. The first brochure
entitted ABFDE Brochure is available in both fold over and full sheet version, as well as in French, on the
ABFDE website as a download under the "Diplomates Only" Section.

Another brochure directed at clients and entitled "Profile of a Forensic Document Examiner" was
updated and printed with the help of Jim Josey. Jim will be maintaining a supply of the brochures that
are available to Diplomates wishing to use them. At the present time, these are free of charge. In the
event we require that more be printed, we will revisit cost issues. It was decided that stocking this
brochure in printed format only (rather than digital versions) would assist us in maintaining quality
control. Josey suggested that ABFDE charge a nominal fee for quantities greater than 25. Brochures are
available to the general public as well as Diplomates.

The ABFDE was originally approached about the Forensic Science Simplified Project for NFSTC

in February 2012. At that time, we were given a 2-week deadline for putting together a primer on the
subject of Forensic Document Examination as part of a larger project the NFSTC is working on putting
together primers for each of the forensic science disciplines. The goal of the project is to create a series
of concise forensic guidebooks for the Bureau of Justice Assistance that will be easy-to-read useful
resources for non-scientists (such as policy-makers, law enforcement officers, potential jurors, attorneys,
students, and the public.) Despite the tight timeline, the website did not go live until March 2013. The
contents of the QD Section (as well as other forensic disciplines) can be viewed at the website: http://
forensicsciencesimplified.org/docs/how.html. ABFDE Diplomates Kirsten Singer, Kathy Nicolaides, and
Marie Durina are credited as contributors and it should be noted that NFSTC used the QD Section as the
"model primer" for the other forensic science disciplines.

Continued on Page 8
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On April 2, 2013 Kirsten Singer filed the Declaration of Use of Mark for the ABFDE logo with the
US Patent and Trademark office, as required between the 5™ and 6" years after first filing for the mark
(between August 14, 2012 and August 14, 2013). An Application for Renewal must be filed by August
14, 2017. The Board had previously given some thought about retaining an attorney to handle this.

ABFDE Position Letter for DOJ: On January 18, 2013 Kirsten Singer submitted a letter on behalf of the
ABFDE to the Executive Office of the United States Attorneys setting forth the ABFDE's position
regarding testimony in United States courts by qualified forensic document examiners.

Singer has not received a response from the DOJ and the letter has not been distributed to
AUSAs nationwide as requested. Suggestion was made that letter be made available to Diplomates for
distribution to attorneys in cities, states, counties, bar associations and continuing education venues.
The letter would still be signed by Singer. Diplomates would have to contact PR committee to generate
letter. Singer will contact the ABA for national distribution. Publishing the letter in the newsletter will be
postponed until a response is received from attempts for national distribution.

Recertification (Horton): As of March 25 the ABFDE has 112 active Diplomates (down from 118
reported in 2012). No new Diplomates completed the testing process. Twenty-six (26) Diplomates met
the recertification criteria for the next five (5) year period and have received, or are in the process of
receiving, their Certificate of Recertification and new Diplomate Membership card. Six (6) Diplomates
retired/resigned: Marty Blake, Bill Bodziak, Jack Calvert, Greg Floyd, Fred Panhorst, and John Sardone.

Two (2) files are being maintained for each Diplomate. The appropriate Manager keeps a file
containing items pertaining to Diplomate activity, including annual updates with supporting
documentation and all significant correspondence relating to recertification; and the Administrative Office
keeps a file containing annual Notice of Points Awarded (NOPA) forms, letters, Recertification
Applications, and copies of Member cards and Recertification Certificates.

Riordan asked whether recertification managers can deny activities. Horton has worked on SOPs
so that activities are clearly defined. Nicolaides commended the Committee for their efficiency.

Rules and Procedures Committee Annual Report (Hicks): There are two proposed changes to the
Rules and Procedures Guide that will be voted on at the 2013 Board of Directors meeting. The first
proposed change addresses renumbering some subsections in the description of the duties of the
Treasurer (Section IV.A.4). The second change addresses the cost of the Application Fee for candidates
from Australia and New Zealand (Section 1V f.2).

Test Preparation and Validation Committee Report (Spencer): Recommendations on the
requirements for new questions and tests have been received by the Chair. No old practical test
submissions have been received for review.

The Chair of the Test Preparation and Validation Committee worked with the Committee and
some Diplomates who volunteered to help validate new practical tests, and their prompt and diligent help
was greatly appreciated. One new multi-faceted practical test was extensively validated and is now
available for use as necessary. Other tests are in the pipeline. Creation and validation of new tests of
acceptable quality (i.e. relevant and challenging) is a time-consuming exercise. The Chair will be very
grateful for Diplomates volunteering to create or validate new practical tests.

A large number of multiple choice written tests have also been created and reviewed in the light

Continued on Page 9
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of new requirements, with the result that the pool will soon be completely refreshed. The hard work of the
Directors involved is to be commended on this achievement.

The first written test has been completed and went through its first review at the last SWAFDE
meeting. We are awaiting the results of this review. The next review will be at the ASQDE meeting this
coming August. Thank you to all who participated in writing up these questions. They are not easy to
write.

Starting in June we will begin our work to complete the second test; depending on the responses
from the reviews of the first test. Anyone willing to help please let Bonnie Beal know. The wide range of
experience we have on the Board will greatly enhance the new test. Please help; we can use all of you.

It is important that the tests reflect reality, and therefore practical tests may include some contex-
tual bias. Probabilistic conclusions, if properly reasoned, will be acceptable. The aim of the Committee is
to create sufficient new practical tests for the pool to be completely refreshed, as a matter of some ur-
gency.

Workshop Committee Report (Josey): There were two ABFDE workshops held during this reporting
period. The first workshop was held on August 18, 2012 at the ASQDE Meeting in Charleston, SC, and
was a full day workshop titled “ABFDE Demystifying Certification 101.” This is an ongoing workshop that
was borne as a result of requests by FDE Trainees and newly trained FDE’s to provide more information
regarding preparing for ABFDE certification. The workshop was organized and presented by Lisa Han-
son. Diplomates in attendance to lend support to the workshop included Peter Tytell, Todd Welch, Grant
Sperry, Jeff Taylor, Kathleen Nicolaides and Maria Durina. Feedback after the workshop has been very
positive.

Another “ABFDE Demystifying Certification 101” workshop was held at the AAFS meeting in
Washington, DC on February 19, 2013. The workshop was organized and presented by Lisa Hanson
and Kirsten Singer. Diplomates in attendance to lend support to the workshop included Jeffrey Payne,
Bonnie Beal, Gregory Dalzell and Kathleen Storer. Feedback after the workshop was very positive. We
hope to be able to put on additional workshops of this nature in the near future.

Josey updated information with Grants.Gov to allow ABFDE to remain registered and qualified to
apply for federal grants. In order to remain qualified, we have to change our password every sixty days.
Josey remains on the automatic notification list for government grants and has been monitoring the grant
listing regularly.

Testing Committee Report (Hanson): There are seven (7) candidates currently in the testing process.
No candidates have withdrawn from the testing program this year or have progressed to Diplomate sta-
tus. Two (2) candidates failed testing at the Practicals phase and enrolled in the Mentorship program, but
were unable to complete the mentorship program within the 2 % years allowed for the certification pro-
cess. Both candidates are considering re-application in the future.

In accordance with FSAB standards, statistics are maintained to record and track the perfor-
mance of testing candidates during the various phases of the certification examination process. Three (3)
written tests were administered to three (3) candidates who all passed; the average score was 80.6%. Of
five (5) practical tests administered, 2 were passed, 2 were failed, and 1 was reworked. No oral examina-
tions were conducted. There is presently one (1) Candidate eligible to take the Written Examination.
There are presently three (3) Candidates eligible to take their Practical Examinations. There will be one
(1) Candidate, if s/lhe successfully completes Mentorship and the re-application process, who will be eli-
gible to take the Practical Examinations. There are no Candidates eligible to participate in the Oral Ex-

Continued on Page 10
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amination Phase. However, a Testing Committee Oral Examination Panel will be available during the up-
coming Annual ASQDE Conference in anticipation of Candidates who may qualify during the next four
months.

Written examinations and Oral examinations will be offered at all upcoming national and regional
meetings in accordance with the needs of the candidates and the availability of ABFDE Directors.

Professional Review Committee Annual Report (Hanson): There were no cases submitted to the Pro-
fessional Review Committee during the 2012 — 2013 calendar year.

Secretary Annual Report (Nicolaides): On May 21, 2012 and on September 25, 2012, the BOD was
asked to vote on proposed changes to the RPG. These changes to the RPG, as well as those made dur-
ing the 2012 BOD Meeting, were detailed in the Outline of Substantive Changes dated October 22, 2012.
The Outline of Substantive Changes was distributed to the Diplomates and posted on the ABFDE Web-
site. A Confidentiality Agreement for Board Members and Officials was completed by each Director at the
2012 BOD meeting. Board Members are asked to complete another one at this meeting. The BOD Meet-
ing minutes for 2011 were posted to the BOD-only Area on the Website. The Committee Reports for
2012 were also posted as was the 2007 Survey of ABFDE Diplomates.

Nominating Committee Report (Hicks): In order to fill vacant positions on the ABFDE Board of Direc-
tors and to add to the total number of Directors, an election was held in 2013. From a list of six Diplo-
mates who had agreed to put their names into the nomination process, the Diplomate body was asked to
vote for four candidates. Votes could be submitted electronically or by paper ballot. The four nominees
who garnered the most votes were Lisa Hanson, Gary Licht, Janet Mason and Sean Espley. These
four candidates all agreed to serve and will begin their terms of service on July 1, 2013.

OLD BUSINESS

ACT Project Update (Beal): One new written pilot test (with a 123 questions) was taken at a regional
meeting by volunteer Diplomates. The test took about 1 — 1% hours to complete. The questions are be-
ing evaluated based on the number of testers who got the question right or wrong. Diplomates who take
the pilot test in the future are encouraged to provide constructive criticisms rather than comments such
as “Bad question.” New questions are still needed. These questions must be derived from sources cov-
ered in the ABFDE syllabus.

ABFDE Training Syllabus Update (Riordan): Committee is working with the ACT Project committee to
ensure that questions on the written tests and practical problems reference material included in the sylla-
bus. The syllabus is being correlated with the ACT testing blueprint; outdated sources are

Continued on Page 11
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being culled, and cited sources checked for availability. The new written test cannot be implemented until
the syllabus is updated. The new syllabus should be out 6 months prior to administration of the new test.
It is expected that the syllabus will be slimmed down. This project is labor intensive and volunteers are
welcome.

NEW BUSINESS
Election Results: Lisa Hanson, Gary Licht, Janet Masson, and Sean Espley were voted onto the BOD
by the diplomatic body. They will start their 4-year terms on July 1, 2013.

RPG Changes: Changes to the Rules and Procedures Guide were proposed and approved by majority
vote of the BOD. These changes will be detailed in the forthcoming Outline of Substantive Changes.

Demystifying Certification Workshop (Hanson): Hanson outlined the workshop and showed the BOD
the presentation used. She explained that the workshop can be arranged for organizational meetings
with a sufficient number of attendees. Workshop attendees are charged $175/person to cover lunch and
cost of renting the room. Five weeks prior to workshop, Hanson sends 2 practical tests to attendees with
instructions. Prior to the workshop, these are collected and sent to the Diplomates who are helping with
the workshop. Attendees take a 25 question test at the end of the morning session.

Kathy Nicolaides is scheduled to present a shortened version of the workshop at the May ASFDE
(Australia) conference. SWAFDE has requested the workshop at their 2014 meeting.

BOD Member Preparation of New Practicals (Nicolaides): Directors agreed to commit to each prepar-
ing one new practical. Singer suggested tests be created in accordance with the ACT test blueprint. Han-
son will look at current pool and let Spencer know what is needed. Spencer will distribute instructions for
creating tests. Spencer noted that she will also need people to validate tests.

Discussion of Masters Degree in Forensics as Partial Substitute for Lab Training: An inquiry was
received regarding the ABFDE’s “Qualifications and Requirements for Certification” from a graduate
awarded a MSc in Document Analysis from the University of Central Lancashire’s School of Forensic and
Investigative Services. The graduate suggested that the “extensive practical training...received during
the 1 year period...supervised and delegated by 3 well-known Forensic Document Examiners” should
satisfy 12 months of the 24 month training period under the supervision of a principal trainer listed as a
requirement for certification. Discussion ensued. It was noted that the OSU certificate was considered
supplemental to training. Although school can be part of a training program, the BOD held firm on a 24
month supervised training period.

Recertification Application: Review of the application for recertification was conducted and updates
suggested. Durina will revise the form and distribute to the BOD for comment and approval.

Election of Officers: — Jim Green was re-elected Treasurer. Bonnie Beal was elected Secretary. Lisa
Hanson was re-elected Vice President. Kirsten Singer was re-elected President. The term of office for
each position is 2 years.
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Measurement Science and Standards in Forensic Handwriting
Analysis Conference Facilitated Discussion Summary

On June 4 - 5, 2013, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) hosted the
Measurement Science and Standards in Forensic Handwriting Analysis Conference in
Gaithersburg, Maryland. NIST planned and organized this event in collaboration with the Ameri-
can Academy of Forensic Sciences — Questioned Document Section, American Board of Fo-
rensic Document Examiners, American Society of Questioned Document Examiners, Federal
Bureau of Investigation Laboratory, National Institute of Justice (NIJ), and Scientific Working
Group for Forensic Document Examination (SWGDOC). Attendees, both in person and via a live
webcast, included representatives from the collaborating institutions as well as universities, fed-
eral agencies, state and local crime laboratories, international forensic laboratories, and the pri-
vate sector.

An excerpt from this summary:

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE STATE OF HANDWRITING ANALYSIS LOOK LIKE?

“There will be more peer review of casework and proficiency testing requirements in the disci-
pline as all forensic disciplines move toward mandatory accreditation and certification. The ap-
propriate construction and extrapolation of proficiency testing to the real working environment will
provide useful data in determining error rates. The use of appropriately controlled peer review
will be more commonplace, which will further reduce error rates. Some FDEs believe that peer
review and proficiency testing will be required by the court system. ...” Page 2 .

l Prepared by:

John Paul Jones I, NIST
Jennifer L. Smither, SAIC
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What's New?

What's Old?

Sent to members of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences

Dear Ms. Tolliver,

Please find attached the latest report from
the Consortium of Forensic Science Or-
ganizations (CFSO). AAFS is a member
organization of CFSO whose mandate is to
represent the profession of forensic sci-
ence to congress, lawmakers, and policy
makers, and to provide feedback to the fo-
rensic science community about legislation
or activity at the Federal level that can im-
pact our profession. As you will see from
the attached newsletter, there is a lot of
ongoing activity in congress around the
long awaited next draft of the forensic sci-
ence reform bill from Senator Leahy’s
committee. Also attached is a copy of a let-
ter that went through many drafts before
reaching its final form, that was forwarded
to Attorney General Eric Holder, emphasiz-
ing our great interest in seeing that any
changes in forensic science policy at the
Federal level be made in the open, and in
consultation with the forensic science com-
munity. The AAFS leadership is already in
discussions with groups like NIST to en-
sure that our membership has a voice in
ongoing efforts for reform and advance-
ment.

If you have specific feedback on any of these
developments you would like me to share
with the CFSO, please contact me directly

at barry.logan@nmslabs.com

Barry K. Logan, PhD

POLICE DEPARTMENT
CLEVELAND, OHIO
M.0.B.Strike Force DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION
ZONE June 6
June
RANK e ———

DIST. ’€;%——
= sy
FROM gSandra Ramsey, Det #1052 TO Wwilliam Vargo, Lieutenant
QUESTIONED DOCUMENT EXAMINERS

coriesto Chief's Office

SUBJECT

Sir:

On Mondav, June 4, 1979, while assigned to the M.O0.R. Strike Force
received permission from Capt. McNamara to leave the City., Proceeded
to Lake Count Lab in Painesville in company with Lt. William ¥Wargo
Upon our arrival we were met by DR. PHILLIP BOUFFARD.

As reported earlier in my reports referring €o Complaint #12859,
DR. BOUFFARD had agreed to work on my investigation with no charge
to the Cleveland Police Department. DR. BOUFFARD reaffirmed our
earlier agreement and accepted evidence for analysis.

e were given a tour of the lab and PHIL informed us that outside
of JOE THOLL he is the onlv accredited forensic document examiner

in the State of Ohio. PHIL has offered to set up a school and train
Cleveland Police officers in this field if the money could be
obtained for such a venture. Currently, the only school available
is in Washington, D.C. The officers involved would have to have a
minimum of a BA degree in any field and a sincere desire to become
involved in this type of work. The officers would attend this school
for a two year period before they could receive certification from
the national Forensic Science Foundation; therefore, -obtaining

the necessary credentials for court testimony. The plus factor

to this department would be that the officers during their training
period could ad would be doing questioned dooument examinations

for us with PHIL backing up their work with.court testimony.

It i® my understanding that the services of JOR THOLL are no longer
available to this department and that BCI is our only alternative for
questioned document analysis. - If this information is correct, I
would like to point out the distance of BCI (London, Ohio) would

be extremely inconvenient to this department due to the large
volumne of work we have in this field. In addition, BCI's examiner
like THOLL is an elderly male whose knowledge is not being passed on.

It should be noted at this time, that there are six "Handwriting
Experts " listed in the vellow pages of the phone book. ™ith the
exception of JOE THOLL none of those listed is a member of the
American Academy of Forensic Sciences or the American Society of
Cuestioned Document Examiners. These are the only two organizations
recognized by the Forensic Science Foundation which is a federally
funded agency that is responsible for the Certification Board of
Forensic Document Examiners (scientific)...which accredits members
according to education and experience. Members of these organizations
must have a minimum BA degree.

lmmcsfciios ol o e
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Most of the "Experts" listed in the phone book deal in grapho
analysis which is personality and not forensic analysis which is
scientific. Due to the urgency of this matter, I would strongly
suggest that the Cleveland Police Department act immediately

by meeting with PHIL BOUFFARD and contacting the proper agencies
(such as LEAA) for funding.

DR. PHIL BOUFFARD can be contacted at his laboratory 951-3940
or his home 1-357-1071.

Respectfully,

: -
g f:’ R
erndi
Sandra Ramsey, De

Submitted by Sandra Ramsey Lines.
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