Recertification Points Scoring Table

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	COMMENTS

	1. Attending conferences of professional organizations
	1 point per half day of technical session (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 30)
	

	2. Presenting a paper at a professional conference.  The paper must be QD related & presented to a QD organization.  
	10 points per paper presented. (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 30)
	Note: A hard copy of the paper must have been distributed at the meeting, OR included on the Program CD, and a copy must be attached with the Annual Update.  Power Point Presentations only will be evaluated for content, and partial credit of 2 to 5 points  may be awarded where a Power Point presentation only is provided.

	3. Membership in a recognized, professional QD organization
	1 point per year per organization. (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 10)
	See attached list of organizations.

	4. Participation in a panel discussion or poster presentation at a recognized professional organization
	5 points per participation. (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 10)
	

	5. Conducting workshops and seminars for document examiners
	5 points per half day presentation (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 20)
	A list of Board approved workshops provided to Recertification Committee by Continuing Education Committee Chair each year.

	6. Articles published in Board recognized forensic journals
	15 points per article. (No maximum number of points.)
	Note: Only 5 points awarded if credit was also previously granted for presentation as a technical paper.

	7. Attending a course or workshop recognized by the Board
	2 points per half day of training. (No maximum number of points.)
	List of Board approved workshops provided by Continuing Education Committee each year.  

	8. Holding office or serving on a committee in a forensic society recognized by the Board
	2 point per year per activity. (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 15)
	Note: includes serving as ABFDE Director

	9. Acting as the primary provider of training for novice document examiners in a recognized training program
	5 points per year per student (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 15)
	Note: no points awarded for trainees visiting a lab for limited period, i.e., one or two weeks.

	10. Providing formal lectures on any aspect of document examination to non-document examiners
	½ point per ½ day of training (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 10)
	

	11. Providing a written summary of a journal article written by another and published within the last four years
	2 points per article. (Maximum points possible in 5 years = 10)
	Note: Requires pre-approval of the Board.

	12. Miscellaneous activities including tours of manufacturing facilities related to document examination, acting as editor of professional journal, teaching related college courses, and other activities which enhance the Diplomates skills and professionalism.
	As determined on an individual basis.

(**Special Sale: 5 points for test preparation of ABFDE practical tests and per publications in non-QD journals.  Extra points offer expires 7/1/05**)
	See attached: Participation in Conferences, Workshops, Teaching or Other Training Programs



PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

The list below identifies which organizations a Diplomate may earn points by being a member.  The Diplomate must be a member in the QD section. No additional points are awarded for promotion in membership within a recognized organization (i.e., promotion from Member to Fellow in AAFS.) As a general rule, for an organization to be consider for points, it should have a QD section.

	PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION
	POINTS AWARDED FOR MEMBERSHIP

	American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS): QD Section only.
	Yes

	American Society of Questioned Document Examiners (ASQDE)
	Yes

	Canadian Society of Forensic Sciences (CSFS): QD Section only
	Yes

	International Association for Identification (IAI): QD Section only
	Yes

	Northeast Association of Forensic Sciences (NEAFS)
	Yes

	Midwest Association of Forensic Sciences (MAFS): QD Section only
	Yes

	Southeast Association of Forensic Document Examiners (SAFDE)
	Yes

	Southwestern Association of Forensic Document Examiners (SWAFDE)
	Yes

	Mid-Atlantic Association of Forensic Scientists (MAAFS)
	Yes

	Southern Association of Forensic Scientists (SAFS)
	No

	International Association of Forensic Science (IAFS)
	No

	American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM E30.02 Committee)
	Yes

	American Board of Forensic Document Examiners (ABFDE)
	No

	County, state, or federal Bar associations
	No

	Document Examiners of Northern California (DENC)*
	No

	Forensic Science Society
	No

	International Association of Chiefs of Police
	No

	Fraud Investigator groups or credit card associations
	No


*Can earn points under attendance at professional meetings, if criteria below are met.

PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, TEACHING OR OTHER TRAINING PROGRAMS

A QD seminar or workshop must be approved by the Board of Directors.  The Continuing Education Chairman lists the approved workshops and the points awarded for attendance or participation.  If a Diplomate participates in an approved workshop, the workshop must have a minimum of FIVE (5) Document Examiners in attendance for the Diplomate to receive credit for teaching or attending the workshop.

Listed below are the seminar/workshop activities that have been discussed in prior Board meetings and their status.

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	5 YEAR MAXIMUM

	Successful completion of a QD-related College course.
(Successful completion of an undergraduate course is a grade of a C or better and documentation should be provided.)

(Successful completion of a graduate course is a grade of a B or better and documentation should be provided.)
	½ point per class for an undergraduate class. (3 hour course for 12 weeks = 6 points)

1 point per class for a graduate level class with a cap of 10 points per class.  (A 16 week graduate level class whether it earns 3 or 4 college credits can only accumulate 10 points towards ABFDE certification.)
	30 points in 5 years. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.)

A copy of Grade earned Must be attached with Annual Update.

	Training seminar in non-QD area. (i.e., bomb disposal, footwear impressions, etc.)
	NONE
	

	Participation in moot court for trainees.
	NONE.
	

	Trainees visiting a lab for limited period, i.e., one or two weeks, in conjunction with primary training.
	NONE.
	

	Providing formal lectures on any aspect of document examination to non-document examiners.
	½ point per ½ day of training.. 
	10 points in 5 years. 

	Participation in and/or attendance at local document examiners meetings
	1 point per ½ day
	There must be at least 5 document examiners in attendance & formal program of document related topics. (Under Category of professional meetings.)

	Training video production for law enforcement.
	½ point per ½ day
	10 points. (Under Category of Providing Formal Lectures for Non-document Examiners)

	Teaching a portion of a recognized workshop
	5 points per ½ day
	20 points in 5 years. (Falls under Category of Conducting Workshops for Document Examiners)

	Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT)
	2 points per ½ day
	No Max. (Under Category of Attending Workshop recognized by ABFDE)

	Moderator of Technical Sessions at a QD conference
	½ point per technical session
	No Max. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.)

	Chairman of Professional Meeting Program
	½ point per meeting.
	No Max. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.)


PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH

A copy of any published articles must be submitted with an Annual Update to be considered for recertification points. Other types of activities related to publications and research have been discussed in prior Board meetings and their status is listed below.

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	5 YEAR MAXIMUM

	Articles in non-QD magazines and non-technical publications such as a state bar journal, investigator assn. publication, ABFDE Newsletter, ASQDE Newsletter, etc.
	2 points per submission. 
	10 points. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.) 

	Diplomate authors paper, but presented to another discipline by supervisor.
	NONE.
	

	Editor of QD Newsletter or publication
	½ point per year per publication
	No Max. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.)

	Research project “in progress.”
	NONE.
	

	Published booklet that describes QD and is distributed to attorneys, law enforcement, etc. (Teaching aid to non-document examiners.)
	5 points
	5 points.


POINTS RELATED TO LAB ACCREDITATION AND PROFICIENCY TESTING

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	5 YEAR MAXIMUM

	Collaborative Testing Services
	1 point per year.
	5 points. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.)

	LaTrobe Forensic Expertise Profile participation
	2.5 points per year
	10 points (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities)


POINTS RELATED TO SWGDOC AND ASTM ACTIVITIES

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	5 YEAR MAXIMUM

	Committee work and participation in SWGDOC and ASTM Committee Activities
	1 point per ½ day participation 
	10 points. (Falls under Category of Miscellaneous Activities.) 


ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES

Diplomates typically do not receive points for Administrative duties.  Here are examples of some previous requests for points:

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	5 YEAR MAXIMUM

	Supervisor or Section Head of one or more examiners.
	NONE.
	

	Conducting job interview to fill vacant QD position.
	NONE.
	

	Participates in Oral Examination Panel for ABFDE certification of candidates
	NONE.
	

	Opens own QD Laboratory
	NONE.
	


MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES

Any of the approved actvities listed below would fall under the Category of Miscellaneous Activities.

	ACTIVITY
	POINTS
	5 YEAR MAXIMUM

	Appears before Congressional Committee to testify
	NONE.
	

	Technical Consultant to Congressional Committee
	NONE.
	

	Assists law enforcement agency with evaluating their new security documents.
	NONE.
	

	Assisting other agency or government with criminal prosecution of suspects, such as a counterfeit ring.
	NONE.
	

	Practical Test Preparation for ABFDE 
	2 points per test. (**Special Sale: 5 points per test! Offer expires 07/01/05**)
	10 points. (No change on maximum during special offer.)

	Practical Test Preparation for other testing services such as Collaborative Testing Services. 
	2 points per test.
	10 points. 

	Tour of manufacturing plants such as paper, dandy roll, and pencil or pen manufacturers
	½ point per ½ day
	No Max.
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